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Some people talk when they have something
to say, my mother said, and some people don't.

How can you talk if you don't say anything? I
said.

You talk without words. We are always talking
without words.

Well, what good are words, then?

Not very good, most of the time. Most of the
time they're only good to keep back what you
really want to say, or something you don't want
known.

Well, do they talk? I said.

I think they do, my mother said. They just sit
and sip coffee and smoke cigarettes. They never
open their mouths, but they're talking all the

time. They understand one another and don't
need to open their mouths. They have nothing to
keep back.

Do they really know what they're talking
about? I said.

Of course, my mother said.

Well, what is it? I said.

I can’ t tell you, my mother said, because it
isn't in words; but they know.
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“The William Saroyan Reader” (Barricade Book Inc.1958 : 358)
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At school No. 3, children’s drawings adorning the walls show in crayon and
colored pencil the smoldering fight that is all they have ever known: a tank in a
mountain landscape; men marching with rifles.

All boys join the army. Asked whom he would fight in four years when he signs
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up, David shrugged at the ridiculous question. “Our neighbor, of course,” he said.
[New York Times 2016 4F4 H 20 H]
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