Mt <32o 20+ 12[2015-3] : 21-34 IMSS

FIET EETEEERTAT

— 5 E L TORBLEREN—

':Fl Z&%&E T_E Ryuichi NAKAMOTO
l% # §+%1 Keigo TAKAI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore how companies utilize patent attorneys.
Main works of patent attorneys are patent application, advice for corporate strategy of
intellectual property and conflict resolution. Although the importance of strategy of
intellectual property was frequently pointed out, little research treats a role of patent
attorneys. As patent attorneys commit to corporate strategy of intellectual property, it
is important task for companies to utilize patent attorneys as professionals. Using
patent application document, this paper compares the way to utilize patent attorneys
of four major pharmaceutical companies (Takeda, Astellas, Daiichi-Sankyo, Eisai).
Firstly, we analyze teams of patent attorneys using social network analysis. Next, we
specify main patent attorneys who commit to applications in each company. These
results show that the way of using patent attorneys of these four companies is
different. Our findings provide insightful implications not only for commercial
enterprise but also for academic organizations and universities.
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