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Abstract

The number of cruise ships calling in Japan and their inbound have stagnated. The
ports of call in Kyushu and Okinawa are saturated and it is necessary to expand the
ports of call. Therefore, each port is promoting the acceptance of port calls.

Aomori Port is steadily increasing its calls. Aomori Port is the northernmost point
of Honshu, has no geographical advantage, and does not call during winter. Instead,
Aomori Port is increasing its call by utilizing the Nebuta Festival, a traditional
cultural property, as a tourism asset. In this paper, we analyze Nebuta Festival as a
tourism asset and consider its effect on attracting a port call to Aomori Port.
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