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Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita mi ritrovai
per una selva oscura, ché la diritta via era

smarrita.

Ahi quanto a dir qual era € cosa dura esta selva
selvaggia e aspra e forte che nel pensier rinova
la paural

Tant’é amara che poco € pil morte; ma per
trattar del ben ch’i’ vi trovai, diro de l'altre cose
ch’l’ v’ho scorte.
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5. (A) Stephen Greenblatt: Why holyday story matters
(B) Jenny Erpenbeck : “GO, WENT, GONE”
(C) Stephanie Saldafa: Where Jesus would spend Christmas
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How did humans learn cooperative behavior such as food-sharing, the care of
others, the coordination of tasks, the acceptance of social norms? The answer, it
seems, has everything to do with the stories we tell.

—the best storytellers have better fitness and higher reproductive success.

---skilled storytellers receive increased support from others and are thus rewarded

for their outstanding contribution to the group’s overall success.

A recent study of hunter-gatherers reminds us that our fictions are more than

entertainments.

23< (B) ® "GO, WENT, GONE" &, H##THbho EZLTL LI FA Y AD EHIR
B BERRS12T7) AhL0HRENAEV, G2 o0 T, WHE R L BENIE
BT 23T ORI Y DANETIE R L, #MIZ, ZOELAZON Z 2. NMEOERSLH
xR ADIT 5L WINETHS (In retirement, he faces not isolation and diminution, but
companionship, purpose and a greater capacity to confront his own personal losses and
grief) o Claire Messud (3RO X ) IZEHFEL TV 5,

He befriends men from Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Niger and Ghana--He listens to their

stories, and feel obligated to try to help them.

-—Rashid, who tells an agonizing account of losing his children in a shipwreck when
fleeing war-torn Libya, and of his wife’s subsequent rejection of him.

—In retirement, he faces not isolation and diminution, but companionship, purpose

and a greater capacity to confront his own personal losses and grief.

—-her novel dares to ask what becomes of identity and morality in the face of our

globe’s radical changes.



20

[Erpenbeck OfEmnid, HEROWEHM DA X )7 & AHOBFEZbILOIITIRLRL T
LV IEIE. E0S BINEAThHb, S Thhbhid, Nz 2 & (He listens
to their stories) 2%, ADAEEZLNEFIELT L VI BHIZEFEIIKI»NE NS, (C) 1d.
VAR =AU, HHWREIH L7 Saldana it & DL HF TH 5. TOHRIZ, B
B 30D, [, FRAZLIRINGITNIZ S Z2wo] LRHICHI .

“T don't sleep at night, because with the dreams are nightmares,” he said. “What
we saw! Small children getting killed. With an adult, you don’t know if they were a

good person or a terrorist. But what did a child ever do?”
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As we live through the largest migration in modern history, Christmas invites us
to recognize our story in the millions who have been displaced by tyrants, war and
poverty and to see their stories in ours.
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