Bl ERETERE #3055 (AXEFEE) 1999

EEAREORBRRIIBIFAEa—Y AL « I =<Y XAER

—— 1650 ERWIZCBITHAEEDH V b Y =D RAFEFEO—IFFE—

M B = +

Puritan Minimalism in the Interregnum:
A Study of English Country House Poetry in 1650s

Hiroko OKADA
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KNIGHT : Alas, poor Castle, how great is thy change
From thy first form! To me thou dost seem strange.
I left thee comely, and imperfect health ;
Now thou art withered, and dcayed in wealth. (11.1-4.)
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CASTLE: O noble Sir, I from your stock was raised,
Flourished in plenty, and by all men praised:
For your most valiant father did me build,
Your brother furnished me, my neck did gild;
Towers upon my head like crowns were placed;
Walls, like a girdle, went about my waist;
And on this pleasant hill he set me high...... (11.5-11.)
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By wars I'm now destroyed, all right's o'erpowered:
Beauty and innocency are devoured. (11.17-8.)
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KNIGHT: Alas, poor Castle, I small help can bring:
Yet shall my heart supply the former spring,
From whence the water of fresh tears shall rise
To quench thy drought: I'll spout them from mine eyes. (11.37-40.)
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That wealth have I, for to release thy woe,
I'll offer for a ransom to thy foe...... (11.41-2))
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Had Belvoir not been crushed by our late quarrel,

It had not shined now in such apparel

As its re-edifying hath put on,

To shape the frame into an union.

Thus have I read the phoenix bird to die

To raise another to posterity,

And out of perfumed ashes to restore

That wonder to the world admired before:

As here you see out of a rubbish-heap

(Made so by war) a stately palace leap. (11.3-12.)
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Where all to architect prescribe may see

Their observations and their Cymentry

So well scored out that it might give content

To curious Wootten and his Element. (11.15-8.)
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The quaint contriver, forming all anew
To challenge admiration from the view
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Of the beholders raiseth such a pile
That smooth-hewn stone seems pleased, and windows smile,
The bounteous Vale adoring it the while. (11.19-23.)
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And, that I need not here the owners name,

Manners and ancient honour speak the same;

Which that they may enjoy long and commend

From age to age shall be my wishes' end. (11.28-31.)
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Since lesser things with greater may compare

And in proportionable praises share,

Let Fullbeck (though beneath the cliff) not hide

Its partron's glory thus re-edified...... (11.1-4)
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Where all such architecture do express

They marry beauty with convenientness:

Whether to parlour, hall, or other rooms

We would apply our just encomiums,

And so confine them to the ceilings, doors,

The windows, staircase, chimneys and the floors...... (11.5-10.)
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