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There to drift in Tuoni's river ;
And he raised a water-serpent,
From the waves a serpent lifted,
Sent it forth to me unhappy,
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The Norse Bifrost is the bridge over which Heimdall stands guard ; at Rag-
narSk the frost giants will storm the bridge and raid Valhalla, breaking the
bridge into bits. This rainbow bridge flames in three colors, keeping the
giants from mounting it lest they melt ; but when the bridge cools the way
will be open. Bifrost is not identified with the rainbow in the Elder (Poetic)

Edda, but Snorri Sturluson's Prose Edda so names it.

B 0] unoxL (1) FEERE (B)e(H) ¥86%R
» N< [44] Standard Dictonary of Folklore Mythology and Legend
by Funk & Wagnalls. In New York. () a8 (<] Bifrost =&
BIKHEOR U &0 EH Q¥ Heimdoll = H S ¥ Q #r <" Rag-
nardk =K EWCE « S FESO¥ S’ Valhalla =08 &
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In Europe, it is believed that anyone passing beneath a rainbow will be
transformed, man into woman, woman into man. In Rumania, for
example, it is said that the rainbow stands with each end in a river, and
anyone creeping to its end on hands and knees and drinking the water it
touches will instantly change sex. (See below for the connection of the ra-

inbow with the serpent, and compare TIRESIAS.)
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The great snake of the underneath, the rainbow serpent of Yoruba, is, like
many other mythological serpents, an earth god. He comes from the earth
to drink in the sky.
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