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Higher Education Policies and the Behavior of Private Universities in Japan
Fumihiro MARUYAMA

This paper analyzes the behavior of private universities resulting from
the higher education policies of the Ministry of Education in Japan. Firstly, to
find out the Japanese characteristics of higher education expansion, that of
American higher education is briefly described and compared. Secondly, the
excess demand model which E. James developed is examined whether it’s use-
ful to explain the private university expansion in Japan. Thirdly, it was
pointed out that both the non—expansion policy of private universities of
1970s and the public subsidy policy to private institutions are the first in-
fluential policy in Japanese private higher education. And both policies can be
judged as lacking of realization of equal opportunities in higher education.
Lastly, in examining the reacting behavior of private universities to the two
policies, it is concluded that two policies caused the raise of tuition fees of

private universities.
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