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A Study of As We Are Now as a Novel to Expose a Nursing Home in 1970s
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“As you are now, so once was I; /Prepare for death and follow me.”
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I am in a concentration camp for the old, a place where people dump their parents or
relatives exactly as though it were an ash can. (p. 9.)
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“Imagine,” I [Caro] have heard her [Harriet] say, “we take them in, poor things.”
(We are talked about always as “them,” as if we were abandoned animals thrown out
of a car.) (p.16)
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I wonder whether a person who has complete power over others does not always
become wicked. I try to separate what Harriet has become from what she may have
been ten years ago. (p. 17)
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I am not mad, only old. (p.9)
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I tend to make myself whole here in this Hell. It is the thing that is set before me to
do so. So, in this way, this path inward and back into the past like a map, a map of my
world. If I can draw it accurately, I shall know where I am. (Loc. cit.)
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And I have the belief that we make our deaths, that we ripen toward death, and only
when the fruit is ripe may it drop. (p. 19)
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I am interested in me. I am a long way still from ... the total self-understanding that I
long for now ... I want to get right down to the core ..... balance it all up into a tidy
whole. (p. 24.)
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angry most of the time to be sorry for himself. Anger keeps him alive.” (p. 25) #—ua 3
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That is what I most fear-—-the anger that Standish also feels, as it burns its way, little
by little, to where it cannot be controlled. (p. 34.)
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It [writing] is outside me and because I can see it and read it outside my mind, I
know that I exist and am still sane. (p. 46.)
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I hold myself together with anger, and perhaps also with a sense of being an outsider
and wishing to remain so. (p. 75.)
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BIRE Y, HRANBAARLD % %5, “I know that I can still respond to life in a normal
human way. I am not disintegrating into madness.” (p. 84.)
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am kept alive only for one purpose, to end things here while I am still sane enough to do
it” (p. 111.)
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Perhaps if this story of despair could be published it would help those who deal with
people like me, the sick in health or mind, or the just plain old and abandoned. (p.

112)
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I want my death to be something more like me than slow integration. “Do not go
gentle into that good night”... the words, so hackneyed by now, come back to me like a
command from somewhere way down inside, where there is still fire, if only the fire
of anger and disgust. (p. 121.)
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I [Thornhill] have seen in you what courage can be when there is no hope. I have
seen the power of human being to withstand the very worst and not be corrupted,

and not change. (p. 131.)
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